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TO  THE  HEIST OF  RURAL  DISTRICT  COURCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December  1985* 


NATURAL  AFP  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  covers  73.025  acres. 

Population  1921  16,110. 

Population  1925  16,400. 

The  Helston  Rural  District  is  bounded  on  the  South  by  the 
Sea;  on  the  East  by  the  sea  and  the  Rural  District  of  East 
and  on  the  North  by  the  Rural  District  of  Redruth. 

The  North  District  comprising  the  parishes  of  Breage, 
Germoe,  Crowan,  Sithney  and  Wendron,  at  one  time  the  seat  of 
a prosperous  tin  mining  industry,  is  now  mainly  dependent  on 
agriculture. 

The  South  District  - which  includes  the  Lizard  peninsula 
is  an  agricultural  area  with  fishing  villages  dotted  around 
the  Coast.  In  the  centre  is  a fine  stretch  of  Moorland  - the 
Goonhilly  Dowhs. 


OCCUPATIONS The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  engaged  in  agrl 
culture,  and  round  the  coast  in  fishing. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 

There  were  240  Births,  v/ith  a birth  rate  of  14.63  per 
thousand.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  18.3 

DEATHS. 

There  were  211  Deaths,  v/ith  a death  rate  of  12.8  per 
thousand.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  12.2 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  13  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  with  a 
rate  of  51  comparing  v/ith  7S  for  England  and  Wales. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

There  were  48  deaths  from  disease  of  the  heart  and  arties 
29  from  cancer,  13  from  Tuberculosis. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES . 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  for  the  very  small  number 
of  infectious  diseases,  which  were 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Erysi peles 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


HOSPITALS  (GENERAL) 

The  Helston  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  was  opened  in 
May  1923,  and  has  proved  a great  boon  to  the  District,  as  pre- 
vious to  this,  Redruth  was  the  nearest  Hospital. 

The  Helston  Hospital  contains  two  general  wards  - one 
male  and  one  female,  of  five  beds  each  - in  addition  there 
are  two  private  wards.  There  is  a well- equipped  operating 

theatre. 

Hospitals  (tuberculosis)  none  in  the  District  - nearest  is 
Tehidy  Sanatorium,  near  Camborne. 


AMBULANCE  FAC ILITIES . 

A motor  Ambulance  was  provided  at  Helston  in  1923.  There 
is  also  one  at  Camborne  which  is  utilised  for  the  Northern 
District. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

None  in  the  District.  The  nearest  ve  Penzance  and 
Tucking  Mill  where  both  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  Venerael 
Clinic  are  established. 


IfURS  ING  ARRANGEMENTS . 

Nursing  is  carried  out  by  District  Nurses  supplied  by  the 
Nursing  Associations.  These  Associations  receive  a small  grant 
from  the  County  Council,  but  are  otherwise  dependent  on  the  pub- 
lic for  support. 

The  following  Nursing  Associations  are  in  the  Helston  Rural 
District,  Porthleven,  Breage,  Mawgan,  St.  Martin,  St.  Keverne, 
Sithney,  Manaccan  and  St.  Anthony,  Wendron  Central,  V/endron 
South*  Crowan,  Mullion,  Cury  and  Gunwalloe.  Emergency  nurses 
are  supplied  by  the  County  Council  for  infectious  cases,  when 
necessary. 

LABORATORY  UORK. 

Pathological  work  and  examinations  of  specimens  submitted 
by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District  is  carried  out  under 
arrangements  made  by  the  District  Council  of  Redruth. 
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SANITARY  _ CIRCUI.3STAITC3S  OF  TEE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Braze  and  Crowan  Church  Town  are  supplied  "by  the  Camborne 
Water  Co.,  which  derives  its  supply  from  springs. 

Porthleven  and  parts  of  Sithney  and  Wendron  obtain  water 
from  the  Helston  and  Porthleven  Water  Co.,  the  supplies  are 
constant. 

A water  supply  for  Leedstown,  consisting  of  a well,  wind 
driven  pump  and  tank,  with  stand  pipes  is  nearly  completed. 

At  Coverack  a scheme  for  water  supply  is  under  consideration, 
but  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  sufficient 
water. 

The  rest  of  the  district  derives  its  water  from  wells  and 
springs,  the  majority  of  the  wells  are  covered  and  are  supplied 
with  lift  pumps. 


DRAINAGE  AM)  SEWERAGE . 

Porthleven,  part  of  Coverack,  St.  Keverne  and  the  lizard 
are  drained  by  a water  carriage  system. 

With  these  exceptions  the  villages  are  either  without  drains, 
or  have  a slop-water  drain  which  empties  on  the  land. 

At  Porthleven,  Coverack  and  the  Lizard  the  sewerage  is  dis- 
charged into  the  sea  at  low  water  mark. 

At  St. Keverne  the  sewerage  is  discharged  into  an  old  croft. 

At  Porthallow  ipost  of  the  houses  have  slop-water  drains  which 
empty  into  a stream  about  a hundred  yards  from  the  sea. 

At  Gwealangears , all  the  houses  have  slop-v/ater  drains, 
connected  to  the  sewer  which  discharges  into  a cess-pit  in  a 
field  at  some  distance  from  the  houses. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 

Porthleven  and  Coverack  have  a water  carriage  system,  but 
conservancy  methods  are  the  rule  - there  are  still  many  privy 
pits,  although  the  number  of  pail  closets  is  increasing. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Authority  employs  a contractor  at  Porthleven,  Coverack, 
Gwealangears  and  Four  Lanes.  With  these  exceptions  house- 

holders dispose  of  their  own  refuse,  usually  by  digging  it  in 

their  gardens. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR1  S REPORT  FOR  _THE  _ YEAR  _ .1925 . 


1.  Inspection  of  places  where  food  is  prepared.  Five  Bake- 

houses, inspected  twice  a year.  Pour  Fish  Curing 
Stores  inspected  twice  during  the  season. 

2.  Slaughter  houses.  There  are  twenty-nine  in  the  district 

These  are  inspected  three  times  a year. 

3.  Knackers  Yards.  There  are  two  in  the  District . These 

are  inspected  three  times  a year 

4.  Disinfection  of  houses.  Seven  were  disinfected  and  also 

one  Elementary  School  during  the  year. 

5.  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Two  "bovine  carcases,  and  the 

carcases  of  two  pigs  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 


6.  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  41. 

7.  New  Houses  in  course  of  Erection  20. 

8.  Houses  Inspected  under  Housing  Regulations  1910.  22. 

9.  Houses  found  to  be  so  dangerous  as  to  be  unfit 

for  Habitation.  2. 

10.  Houses  (exclusive  of  the  above)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  7. 

11.  Defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

Inspectors1  complaints.  2. 

12.  Proceedings  taken  under  Section  2 of  the  Housing 

and  Town  Planning  Act.  0. 

13.  Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

requiring  Repairs  were  served.  6. 

14.  Number  of  repairs  by  owners.  4. 

15.  Number  of  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  served.  • 1. 

16.  Houses  Demolished.  1. 


(Signed)  R.J.Wearne. 


Sanitary  Inspector 
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5. 

HOUSING. 


General  housing  conditions  in  the  area.  There  is  a 

shortage  of  houses  in  almost  the  whole  area.  The  Council  has 
not  itself  built  any  houses,  but  encourages  building  by  private 
enterprise,  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act. 


OVERCROWDING. 

There  is  a certain  amount  of  overcrowding  in  most  parts  of 
the  area  - as  a large  number  of  old  cottages  have  fallen  into 
disrepair.  The  rent  paid  being  quite  inadequate  to  cover  any- 
thing but  very  minor  repairs,  and  the  cottages  being  too  old  to 
warrant  any  big  outlay  on  the  part  of  the  landlord. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

General  standard  of  houses  in  area  - fair.  Character  of 
defects  - largely  as  above. 


UNHEALTHY  -AREA.  None. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925 . 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  41. 
Number  in  course  of  erection  20. 


INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


There  are  numerous  dairies  in  the  district  - these  are 
inspected  periodically  and  the  general  condition  of  same  is  good. 
The  milk  is  very  good  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  as  regards  tuberclus  milk. 


MEAT. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  taken  a course  of  Instruc- 
tion of  meat  inspection  at  Plymouth,  has  been  appointed  Meat 
Inspector  for  the  District.  All  people  intending  to  slaughter 
animals  for  human  consumption  have  to  give  notice  of  time  and 
place  of  intended  slaughter  so  that  the  Inspector  can  be  present. 
Owing  to  the  large  area  covered  by  the  district  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Inspector  to  see  every  carcase,  but  a large  proportion 
are  inspected :during  the  year  two  bovine  cariSases  and  the  car- 
cases of  two  pigs  have  been  condemned. 


PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL OVER _ INFECTIOUS  CASES . 


During  the  last  five  years  there  have  been  very  few  cases 
of  infectious  disease  and  no  marked  predominence  of  any  one  of 
the  notifiable  diseases. 


I ' 1 )S0 


: ' I ■ ;r  o 


. ' J 'T  • :> 

, 

« 


.o!u<rro»oaawo 


t : t y o c :o  oo.  . I i ' nv  : 

-v  • « f*lo  - , o • rru^  -.1  - wi&  eiiJ 

'• . ..-p  •vsJtod'  e<W  *•  B o'tail) 

, .;q;>  . . at  ;xov  ford  gal  , j 


•'*-  dbiP-  ■ 0 oc.£LK!i  1 


• ..  iev.r,\  , - .j.,t  .en  9X1 


.AKa  , 

. 


•OS' 


; > c-  v ■ : *C:  i;. , ; 

! ;.i!  :.  f •;•  0 jJ.  _0dfrU>T' 


.-~p 

. 


.•:.T«xrjd  ;uxm 


••/erf  000;.  eih  9 ca  - ? 
. j 4 1 ..  \ . oj 

. 


. ' . ■ ■ L 1 • B o' 


n-  !'-I  1 • ■ w iw  ,*  r:  . . I \/i  1 < . • •-.>  . 

ter’J  • . .1 , 0 "i  e J t : - !H.  ■ koJ  v rus  t ro  £t.oi  r 

c • ...  i ;■  I'r-'Ou  .}.  i • t : Id  * ‘v: '«  iodoeqs.'i.l 

■ 

. , • . • ..  • 0".r'!  t.O  ’ 


1 1 * 


D 


6. 


All  notified  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  visited  by 
myself  or  the  Inspector  and  disinfection  is  carried  out  at  the 
end  of  the  isolation  period.  Infectious  cases  that  have  occur • 
red  during  the  year  are  shewn  below  :- 

Disease . Total  Gases  Cases  Total 

Notified  admitted  to  Deaths. 

Hospital 

Small-pox  - - 

Scarlet  Fever  8 - 

Diphtheria  2 - 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  - - 

Puerperal  Fever  - - 

Pneumonia  - - 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable.  (Specify 

disease)  - - 

Other  diseases  notifiable 
locally.  (Specify  disease)  - - 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  1925. 


Age  Periods 


Pulmonary 


Non-  Pulmonary . 


0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 


M.  F. 


M.  F. 


1 


3 5 


1 1 


Total 


4 


7 


1 2 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 

A. B. Preston,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Bond. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


30th  June,  1926 
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